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Sunny Summer Greetings!

Summer is finally here, and RREAL continues to spread sunshine 
wherever we go. We appreciate your continued support of RREAL and 
the work that we do. Please share this newsletter with your friends, 
family, and colleagues. We'd love to hear from you!

Power to the People!
Project Standing Sun
We finished up our last Project Standing 
Sun installation in March. We installed a 
2.16 kW PV system on a Habitat for 
Humanity home in Grand Rapids.
RREAL and our partners received the 
Environmental Initiative Award on May 
21st for Project Standing Sun, an 
initiative of our Solar Assistance 
Program.
In 2014-2015, we set out to empower 

families and individuals living in energy poverty by offering a long-term, 
domestic solution to energy poverty through providing access to solar energy. 
Project Standing Sun equipped 62 low-income households with solar energy 
systems across four states. In order to accomplish this RREAL partnered with 
community action agencies, housing & redevelopment authorities and Habitat 
for Humanity. For more information about the awards visit the Environmental 
Initiative website.

Plug Into ARRAY of Sun Fundraiser
Our crowdfunding campaign on 
IndieGoGo came to a close on June 1st. 
RREAL raised a total of $4,205 in the 
adopt a module campaign. Names of 
those who adopted a module will be 
displayed at our REAL Solar site. 
Although the campaign has ended, you 
can still adopt a module and support 
RREAL's mission. You can make your 
donation here. 

Renewable Energy Equipment Grant Program
What if there was a fund that would fully fund solar thermal systems for low-
income families on energy assistance? There is! It is called REEGP, and it can 
be used immediately. We were fortunate to partner with Western Community 
Action to complete an installation of a solar furnace in southern Minnesota as 
part of this program. There are still some funds available to Community Action 

Featured Article

RREAL is thrilled to have been 
chosen as the recipient of the 
2015 Environmental Initiative 
Award for Energy and Climate. 

We were honored to be 
considered alongside so many 

fine organizations, and are 
grateful and humbled at being 
selected for the award. Find 
out more about the awards 

here.

Staff News

RREAL welcomes two interns 
for the summer. Quentin 

Tremureau joined us in May, 
and will spend four months 
with us. Quentin is a third 

year engineering student at 
the University of Mines in Albi, 

Southern France. Quentin, 
along with other students, has 
designed an electric car that 
will be entered in a race in 

Rotterdam! This summer, he 
will be dividing his time at 
RREAL between projects 
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Agencies in Minnesota to install solar furnaces on low-income homes. The 
program for this year will come to a close June 30th, but the program has been 
renewed. We are waiting to hear from the MN Department of Commerce as to 
whether these funds will also be able to be used for solar electricity. If you 
have any questions about this program feel free to contact our Program 
Manager, Shannon Wheeler, Shannon@rreal.org.  

REAP: Rural Energy For America Program
This USDA program provides guaranteed loan financing and grant funding to 
agricultural producers and rural small businesses to purchase or install 
renewable energy systems or make energy efficiency improvements. Find out 
more about the program here. Contact your state's Rural Development Energy 
Coordinator here.

Community Solar For Community Action
RREAL is gearing up for our first convening around Community Solar for 
Community Action and we couldn't be more excited! On June 16th a variety of 
stakeholders will come together for discussion and planning for Community 
Solar for Community Action. This project works to adapt the community solar 
garden model to benefit low-income, energy assistance-recipient households 
and will require collaboration amongst many key players throughout the state. 

This project has already gained national attention for its innovation. Director 
Jason Edens represented RREAL at Clinton Global Initiative last week in Denver 
for the renewable energy track! RREAL committed to implement the nation's 
first Community Solar Garden for Community Action. Discussions including 
former CO governor Bill Ritter led to mentions in The Huffington Post.

If you weren't able to attend this first convening of stakeholders, you will have 
two other opportunities on August 5th in Duluth, and August 20th in 
Minneapolis. Stay tuned for further developments!  

Education & Community Outreach (ECO) Program
PRB Tiger Pride Day of Service
On May 22nd, several students 
from Pine River-Backus High 
School participated in Tiger Pride 
Service Day, and helped us do 
some planting, cleaning, and 
preparing for a fundraising garage 
sale. They also learned a bit about 
solar as part of the bargain. It 
was a pleasure working side by 
side with these community-
minded students! Thanks for your 
service, PRB students...you rock! 

Education & Outreach
Our Conservation Corps Minnesota and Iowa 
members have been on the road a lot this spring - 
we've hardly seen them! But they have been seen 
by many students throughout Minnesota over the 
past two months. Tyler and Nick have been 
delivering Energy curriculum to Kindergarten 
through 12th grade students. 

One of the biggest highlights from this time out on 
the road has been while talking to a Bemidji 7th 
grade class. They were discussing how most of our 
electricity in the state of Minnesota comes from 

related to Solar Thermal, and 
Solar Electricity. During the 

first portion of his stay, he has 
been advancing earlier work 

done on modeling solar 
thermal heated high tunnel 

system performance using the 
software program COMSOL. 
Later he will work on a solar 
electric-powered car charging 

station, and solar electric 
water pumping system 

designs.

Dillon Hylton, a Moorhead 
State student, worked with 
our installation crew for a 
short internship in June. 

During that time, Dillon was 
immersed in the hands-on 

solar installation experience.

Made in MN Rebate!

Funds are still available for the 
Made in Minnesota Solar 

Thermal Rebate program for 
2015. The MiM program was 

also recently expanded 
statewide, so more projects 
would qualify, regardless of 

utility territory. REAL 
Solar was able to secure 

rebates for many solar clients 
across the State in 2014. Solar 

thermal is an effective and 
appropriate choice in so many 
applications. This is a HUGE 

opportunity that should not be 
missed! Take advantage of 
this historic solar incentive 

program! Find out more about 
the MiM Rebate Program 

here. 

RREAL's subsidiary, REAL 
Solar, is a full-service solar 
design-build firm that can 

deliver residential, 
commercial, municipal or 

utility scale solar solutions. 
Call us today to schedule a 

site assessment, and help you 
develop your Made in 

Minnesota project!
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Audubon Center of the North Woods

Wolf Ridge

coal which is not native to the state. After a 
conversation about how we have to get this 
resource from other states and means that we 
have to use energy to get energy, Tyler asked if 

that makes sense to them. One student was so upset by this this that Tyler 
suggested he write to his state representative. By the end of the presentation, 
this 7th grade student had done just that! Tyler said it was very inspiring to 
see that kids, even at that age, see a need for change. 

To date this year 
they have talked 
to 1,892 people 
with positive 
results! If you 
are interested in 
having them 
present to a 
group or 
classroom you 
work with please 
complete the 
Presentation 
request form on 
our website. Nice 
work Tyler and 
Nick! Keep 
spreading the energy knowledge!    

Environmental Learning Centers

Eagle Bluff

This past month, RREAL completed solar PV installations at 6 area 
Environmental Learning Centers that will provide not only energy cost savings 
to the facilities, but also a multitude of teachable moments for decades to 
come. Tens of thousands of people will have the opportunity to visit these 
installations and learn about the multi-faceted value of solar technologies.

Laurentian

Conservation Corps 
Connections

In early May, Tyler and Nick 
presented at a Conservation 
Corps Minnesota Meeting, 

sharing what they have been 
working on at RREAL. 

They also had the opportunity 
to network with other 

volunteers, learning from each 
others' experiences. They are 

looking forward to a 
Conservation Corps retreat in 

late June. 

Quick Links

Visit Our Website

Support RREAL

Donate

Amazon Smile

Support us as you shop on 
Amazon.com

Hero Search

Donate items to RREAL 
through Hero Search HERE!
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Deep PortageLong Lake

Instructor at Phebe Hospital & 
Nursing School

Skip the Grid: PV for Phebe

The vision of solar energy meeting the 
dramatic energy challenges many face 
around the globe is coming into sharper 
relief. In April, Jason Edens and BJ Allen 
returned from a three week site visit 
filled with data, stories, and new hope 
for RREAL's first international project. 
Over the course of a two-week stay at 
Phebe Hospital, J and BJ met with 
members of the hospital's staff, 
calculated Phebe's energy usage, and 
chose a construction site for the system. 

While in Monvrovia, J and BJ also were able to meet with representatives from 
the State Department and Power Africa. 

Meanwhile here in the United States, support for the project has gained 
considerable momentum. Congressman Rick Nolan submitted a letter of 
support and memo to White House Chief of Staff Denis McDonough and a 
$2,000,000 project proposal was submitted to USAID's American School and 
Hospitals Abroad grant program. Tay Stevenson has been working with 
RREAL's partners in the Phebe project, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America, and on May 1st, the Northeastern Minnesota Synod passed a 
resolution to fundraise for Phebe during August and call for churchwide action. 
Two weeks later, the Northwestern Minnesota Synod joined in passing a 
resolution declaring "Solar August." This month, similar initiatives are being 
undertaken in seven additional Lutheran synods across the country to support 
Phebe.   

Two engineering interns from the University of St. Thomas's Renewable Energy 
and Alternatives Laboratory will be joining the Skip the Grid team this summer 
to provide design support. PV for Phebe is well over a quarter of its way to its 
fundraising goal - and could use your support! An easy way to support PV for 
Phebe is to like the project page. Go to SkipTheGrid on Facebook and hit "Like" 
to show your support, keep updated about the progress being made, and share 
the good news with your friends. Also, check out the new website for more 
information and resources related to the project.

REAL Solar
REAL Solar recently installed this 40 kW PV 
system at Albert Lea Seed House. The 
ground mount system will provide about a 
quarter of their electricity. Spring has been 
a busy season, with many other residential 
and commercial solar projects either 
completed or underway.

Help RREAL Help Others!
Please keep RREAL in mind as you consider your giving plan for 2015. 
Remember, you can make a tax deductible donation at any time through 
GiveMN.org, or by sending your gift by mail. Not only do we need your 
continued support, we need the support of your friends and fellow citizens. Tell 
someone about RREAL's innovative and transformative efforts to address 
poverty with solar energy. Help us help others!   
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Sunny regards from all of us at RREAL!

Rural Renewable Energy Alliance
2330 Dancing Wind Rd. SW, Suite #2
Pine River, MN   56474
218.587.4753
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