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Greetings!

We are so grateful for your interest in the RREAL community. Thank 

you for staying in touch with us and for your continued support. Read, 
get involved and support RREAL! Let us know what you think.

PV for Phebe: The Power to Make a Difference
Phebe Hospital Micro-grid Project in Liberia

Phebe hospital lies in a rural community in the West African nation of Liberia and has a 
service territory embracing 400,000 people. Effectively serving that population is far from 
easy, especially when there is no electric grid and all electricity is generated by on-site 
diesel generators. At 10,000 gallons of diesel per month, it is also not cheap. RREAL is 
partnering with the NE Women's Synod of the ELCA to provide a PV powered micro grid 
to empower the hospital with clean, reliable energy. Learn more on their Facebook page. 

Another Day, Another Clean Energy System!

RREAL recently completed its second transpired air system installation as a pilot project 
at a turkey farm near Pelican Rapids, MN. This system will provide preheating to the 
ventilation air used for a turkey barn, meaning warmer inlet air, less propane usage and 
happier birds. Grants from AgStar, Clean Energy Resource Teams, and the University of 
MN Central Region Sustainable Development Partnership made the Toasty Turkey Project 
possible.

RREAL also recently completed the installation of a roof-mounted PV system on the first 
of three low-income housing buildings in Baxter. The RREAL crew is installing a 40kW 
system on three buildings at the Sprucewood Townhomes of Baxter. RREAL is partnering 
with the Central MN Housing Partnership and Keuper's Construction to help reduce the 
operating costs of this low-income housing development! Solar Assistance!     

Made in MN Rebates

Funds are still available for the 
Made in Minnesota Solar Thermal 
Rebate program. To date, REAL 
Solar has been able to secure 

rebates for several solar thermal 
clients. Solar thermal is an 

effective and appropriate choice in 
so many applications. Don't let 

these funds go unused! Find out 
more about the MiM Rebate 

Program here.  Call us to help 
develop your Made in Minnesota 

project!

Solstis SPF Patent

Look for exciting news about 
RREAL's Solstis Solar Powered 
Furnace in the next exciting 

edition of the RREAL 
newsletter...    

RREAL Welcomes New 
Board Members

RREAL would like to welcome two 
new board members, Jed 

Norgaarden and Paul Johnson. 
Jed is the Executive Director of 

the Sustainable Resources Center, 
and will serve as our new Board 

Chair. Paul joins the board as one 
of our Solar Assistance recipients. 

Both Jed and Paul bring broad 
skill sets to the RREAL board and 
we look forward to having them 

both as part of RREAL's 
Leadership team. 

Outreach Opportunities
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Solar Assistance Projects in Motion

We've committed to empowering 28 families 
through our Solar Assistance program tjhis year, 
and we're nearly half way there! Through 
partnerships with Red River Valley Community 
Action and some of our Native neighbors, RREAL 
has installed 10 supplemental solar space heating 
systems as a lasting, clean and domestic solution 
to fuel poverty. Our Solar Assistance Project 

Standing Sun is on target to meet our annual goals thanks to your help! We also have 
projects scheduled with the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe and KOOTASCA Community 
Action and Community Action Minneapolis.  This project is being funded by grants form 
the Otto Bremer Foundation and the Blandin Foundation.  

New Digs Nearly Open For Business...
REAL Solar's new home is getting a renovation in 
preparation for opening its doors. The exterior of 
the building is sporting a new sign, siding and trim, 
and the interior has been spruced up with paint and 
trim. Two arrays of SPF's were installed by our 
Michigan State University Alternative Spring Break 
volunteers, and participants in our Dealer Training. 
As part of Community Service Day, student 
volunteers from Pine River-Backus School helped 
with painting and landscaping, and learned a bit 
about solar energy during their visit.

2014 Dealer Training Completes Light Commercial 
System

Our 2014 Dealer Training was held on March 18-
19, with 14 total participants. Dealers attended 
training sessions, including a hands-on 
installation at our new building. RREAL currently 
has 32 dealers in Minnesota and a total of 
90 across the nation. We'd like to feature one of 

Interested in learning more about 
solar energy? RREAL's 

Conservation Corps volunteers 
would be happy to speak to your 
local group or organization about 
RREAL, our mission, and work in 

solar energy. If you are looking to 
find out about RREAL's Solar 

Assistance program, or interested 
in receiving an introduction to 

solar technologies, or intrigued by 
solar applications for agriculture, 
please email adamm@rreal.org or 

call 218-587-4753. Thank you!

Summer Interns

RREAL welcomes two interns this 
summer. Trevor Pierce began his 
internship in May, and will be with 
us through August. Trevor comes 

to us from Mesabi Range 
Community and Technical College, 
and will be working primarily with 
the installation crew, gaining field 

experience as a solar installer.

In July, Alex Combe will come to 
us from quite a distance where he 

studies at Arts et Metiers, Paris 
Tech de Metz. Alex will work with 

engineering and product 
development, and will be with us 

through mid-September.

RREAL is very grateful for the 
opportunity to host Trevor and 

Alex!

Safety Grant Received

RREAL recently received a 
matching grant from MNOSHA to 
help us ensure the safety of our 
crew. Because of their support, 

we were able to purchase much-
needed safety lanyards, new 

scaffolding, and a new router. We 
appreciate the working 
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our dealers in each newsletter, and in this issue 
we will be featuring Enterprise Sales Company.

Enterprise Sales Company of Valley City 
North Dakota has been part of the RREAL 
dealer community since December 2012. To 
date, they have sold 47 of our SPF 
collectors. They offer both wind and solar 
renewable energy solutions and 
maintenance. Their renewable energy 
systems are available to residential, 
commercial, and agricultural customers. In 
18 months they have sold dozens of SPFs 

and currently have a bid in on a 35 collectors SPF install in North Dakota. Enterprise 
Sales Company is also a value and service leader for grain handling and storage, 
commercial/rural building construction, and metal re-roof systems.   

RREAL's Iowa Outreach Effort is Outstanding

Since starting at HACAP in Hiawatha, IA in 
February, Jackie Boat has been giving various 
presentations and working with community 
organizations to promote Solar Assistance. In March she 
pulled off an event called Solar Day that helped to 
engage groups such as Conservation Corps Crews, 
GreenIowa Americorps, Habitat for Humanity, and 
Community Action of Eastern Iowa. The event also 
generated a great deal of publicity through the local 
news. Since then, she has been working with HACAP 
and Habitat for Humanity to organize installations.

Through HACAP Jackie is hoping to facilitate two installations for low-income families 
with their Rural Rehab program as well as install a system on their own Food Reservoir. 
The Rural Rehab installations are planned to take place in July and she hopes to use 
them as training opportunities for various interested partners. Marion County Habitat for 
Humanity is planning on incorporating a solar furnace on one of their new builds pending 
funding. They are currently working together to identify potential funding opportunities. 
Cedar Valley Habitat for Humanity is also considering solar furnaces for their builds, 
and Jackie is working on performing site assessments to help generate a general 
proposal for them. 

Between plans for installations, Jackie 
is also continuing community outreach 
by teaching energy efficiency classes 
for HACAP that includes a presentation 
about solar furnaces. In July she will 
be presenting for the Iowa Community 
Action Association training days, which 
will be a major way to introduce solar 
furnaces to community action 
weatherization crews across Iowa. 
Through all efforts combined Jackie 
is striving to meet outreach goals as 
well as reach those that want to move 
forward with facilitating Solar 
Assistance within their own programs. 
Hopefully we will soon see a new age 
of solar heat in Iowa!  

Help RREAL Help Others!
RREAL is grateful to the support of a variety of organizations and funders who have 
helped make this year's Solar Assistance and Outreach programs successful. We need 
your continued support to help our organization bring Solar Assistance to low-income 
communities not only here in the Midwest, but across the nation. Not only do we need 
your continued support, we need the support of your friends and fellow citizens. Tell 
someone about RREAL's innovative and transformative efforts to address poverty with 
solar energy. Help us help others!   

relationship we have with 
MNOSHA, as safety is our top 

priority.

Quick Links

Visit Our Website

Support RREAL

Donate
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Sunny regards from all of us at RREAL!

Rural Renewable Energy Alliance
2330 Dancing Wind Rd. SW, Suite #2
Pine River, MN   56474
218.587.4753 
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