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The Initiative Foundation selected 

RREAL as one of six winners of 

its 2009 Initiative Award.  

Since 2000, the Initiative Awards 

have recognized the work and 

dedication of individuals,          

businesses, non-profits, and     

c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  t he            

foundation’s 14-county service 

area. RREAL was honored April 

17 at the St. Cloud Civic Center 

during a beautiful and inspiring 

event attended by over 500 community members 

and supporters. 

Each award winner received an award sculpture 

commissioned by artist  Michael Tonder, a $1,000 

grant to give to the nonprofit of their choice,    

recognition in IQ 

Magazine, and a 

professional video 

commemorating the 

award recipient’s 

accomplishments. 

You may now view 

this video from our 

website.   

RREAL would like 

to thank the Initiative 

Foundation for the 

honor of being its 2009 Green Venture Award 

winner, and Minnesota Power for sponsoring 

the award. We would also like to thank all of 

the hard working   supporters, staff, and 

volunteers who make our work possible! 

Installation Season Begins 
The Rural Renewable Energy Alliance is off and running with its 

2009 installation season. We have set a lofty goal of providing our 

solar powered heating systems to 50 low-income families in 2009. 

We have already installed systems in Pine River, Bemidji, and 

Fergus Falls, and have plans to work in many more communities 

throughout Minnesota! 

With this many planned installations, RREAL will need volunteers 

to assist with every aspect of our effort. If you have experience 

and/or interest in light construction or are willing to answer the  

phone, or help in other ways please give us a call.  

Although RREAL has been fortunate enough to partner with 

several Community Action Agencies in order to find funding for 

25 installations, we still have 25 unfunded Solar Assistance projects 

in our queue for 2009. We are currently seeking funding streams 

in order to ensure that these families receive their systems before 

the 2009 winter heating season. 

 

Solar Assistance 
Bemidji, MN 

Executive Director Jason Edens with  

Minnesota Power  Representatives 
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RREAL Welcomes New Team Members... 

S P R I N G  2 0 0 9  

 

If someone you know would be interested in RREAL’s work, pass this newsletter along! If you 

would like to receive our newsletter via email, please send your request to admin@rreal.org 

This year, RREAL has a staff person dedicated solely to leading and 

coordinating our solar installations. This move creates a vast 

improvement over having these duties shared among existing staff already 

busy with other projects.  

Tom Kirzeder comes to us with a wealth of knowledge about               

construction and using construction skills to help families in need.         

Welcome Tom, we are so glad you are here! 

New vigor is also being pumped into the RREAL Board of Directors with 

the addition of three new board members. These three individuals bring 

experience and guidance in areas that RREAL hopes will continue to thrive within the organization: 

community and economic development, education and job skills, and working towards energy 

sustainability. All bring vital organizational management insight. Cheryal Hills is the Executive 

Director of the region 5 Development Council. Barb Mann directs the Community Education program 

for the Pine River Backus area. Erika Bailey-Johnson is the Sustainability Coordinator for Bemidji 

State University. Welcome Cheryal, Barb, and Erika, and thanks for your commitment! 

      

Tom Kirzeder 

 

We hope that all of RREAL’s 

supporters will participate in this free 

way to financially support our efforts. 

Instead of google.com or yahoo.com, 

Search the web with Yahoo powered 

GoodSearch.com and they’ll donate 

a penny to RREAL each time you 

search! 

Also, if you shop online, do so 

through GoodShop.com. They 

are affiliated with more than 600 

merchants including Amazon, Best 

Buy, Toys R Us, and others, and a 

percentage of each purchase will go 

to RREAL! Contact tina@rreal.org 

for more info.  

RREAL can earn a donation every time you search the Internet and shop online!!! 

Graham Wright started with RREAL as an AmeriCorps VISTA member in 

2006. His expertise and talent in engineering and his unparalleled passion for 

the promotion of solar energy are a crucial part of the RREAL SPF success 

story.  He has continued to work closely with RREAL on several projects since 

the conclusion of his VISTA service. Graham has been more than a contributor 

to RREAL, he has been a true friend to us all. This June, Graham will move to 

Portland, Oregon to further his career in sustainable design and 

consulting, and to be closer to his family.  Please help us demonstrate our deep 

gratitude to Graham for all he has contributed by sending well wishes to 

graham@wrightonsustainability.com.  

                                 Graham, we will miss you truly, and wish you all the best! 

...And Says Bon Voyage To a Long Standing RREALster 

Graham Wright 

mailto:graham@wrightonsustainability.com
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RREAL Bulletin Board 
RREAL Event Calendar 

RREAL will be participating in 

a   number of events this year. 

Mark your calendar and join us! 

May 18 and 19th: SPF Dealer 

and Installation training session. 

Due to demand, a second 

session will be added, date TBA  

June 19-21: MREA Energy 

Fair (Custer, WI) 

September 6: Harvest Festival 

and Energy Fair (Duluth, MN) 

 

2008 Annual 
Report Ready for 

Review 

If you haven’t already 

received a copy, you 

can download one at 

our website, 

www.rreal.org, and 

see for yourself all the 

hard work and 

accomplishments of 

the RREAL team 

throughout the past 

year.  

Governor’s Award for Pollution Prevention 

RREAL earned Honorable Mention at the 2009 Minnesota 

Governor’s Awards. The Governor's Awards honor organizations 

that focus on preserving our environment through innovative 

practices that prevent pollution and waste, improve resource 

efficiency, and lead to sustainability. 

SRCC Update 

RREAL was informed that 

the SRCC facility in 

Canada where our 

collectors are awaiting 

testing had temporarily 

shut down in order to 

update their equipment. 

Testing has resumed and 

we are next in the queue. 

We will keep you updated 

as we hear more.  

Have You Found us on  Facebook? 

Become a fan of our Facebook Page and sign up as a 

supporter of our Cause! You will receive regular updates 

and news articles regarding RREAL, be able to network 

with likeminded folks, and have the option to set 

fundraising goals and challenges that will benefit RREAL.  

 

 
 

 

 

What’s New on the Website? 

Read what other members of the RREAL 

community are talking about, and chime in 

yourself at the “RREAL Forum”. 

On our “RREAL in the Media” section, you 

can view the wonderful video the Initiative 

foundation put together about RREAL, as well 

as several recent articles and video newscasts. 

View our updated 2009 catalog. 

As always, browse the wealth of      

information and resources about fuel 

poverty and solar energy.  

In April of 2009, RREAL performed our largest grid-tied solar electric installation 

to date. The system was installed on the West River Townhomes, a supportive 

housing complex in Detroit Lakes, MN. The townhomes are designed to end the 

cycle of long-term homelessness by providing both support services and housing to 

their tenants. The complex also utilizes geothermal heating and cooling systems, 

which employ heat stored in the earth itself to warm up and cool down the 

temperature in the home.  

The 24 Kyocera 180 solar panels installed on the roof of the townhomes will     

generate approximately 6000 kilowatt hours of power per year. The city of      

Detroit Lakes has agreed to buy back any excess power generated by the system.  

As part of RREAL’s Youth Outreach program, two students from Detroit Lakes High School building trades class interned on 

the week-long installation, with an entire class field trip at the project’s end. 

RREAL partnered with Becker County Economic Development Association, Minnesota Housing Finance Agency, Mahube 

Community Action Council, & Detroit Lakes Public Utilities in order to bring this system to the West River Townhomes. The 

$45,000 project was funded through a combination of grants, a $10,000 state energy rebate and state general obligation bonds. 

System Profile: Detroit Lakes Economic Development Association 

Photovoltaic Array. Detroit Lakes, MN 

RREAL is a 501(c)(3), non-profit organization that relies on the generous donations of individuals dedicated to 

the ideas of environmental and social justice. Please consider making a tax-deductible contribution so we can 

continue our important work to make renewable energy accessible to people of all income levels!  
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 Partnerships Are Gifts! 
Not only was RREAL honored at the Initiative Awards by being named 

Outstanding Green Venture, but was also one of seven organizations that 

recently completed the Initiative Foundation’s Healthy Organizations 

Partnership program. RREAL’s board and staff graduated from this two-year 

program, subsequently becoming more effective and strategic leaders for the 

organization. I can fairly say that because of the program, RREAL is a stronger 

and healthier organization. 

The all-volunteer Board of Directors is proud and honored to be 

working behind the scenes in their support. We recently increased the 

board size from 7 to 10 members with 3 new energetic, talented and committed individuals. This move is 

indicative of and in response to the dynamic and powerful force for change that RREAL is achieving with 

our mission. The Board and Staff is a partnership making a positive impact in the communities we serve. 

RREAL’s many achievements would not have been possible without the assistance of the AmeriCorps 

VISTA Volunteers that have been sponsored by the Initiative Foundation. We have benefited greatly from 

these talented, passionate and hard working individuals. 

Lastly, my gratitude goes out to all of you who have and do support our important work. Our 

community’s needs are great, as are RREAL’s needs to continue the community improving work we do. 

Please continue to support RREAL or join us in partnership by becoming a RREAL Donor today. Together 

we can bring the gifts our communities need.                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

 

Rural Renewable Energy Alliance 
2330 Dancing Wind Road S.W., Suite #2 
Pine River, MN 56474 
Phone: 218-587-4753 
Email: info@rreal.org 

Making Solar Power Accessible to People of All Income Levels  

Charles Krysel 

RREAL Board of Directors Chair 

Thank you for your support,  

Charles Krysel 

 RREAL WISH LIST: 

 Computer          

projector and 

screen 

 Tri-fold display 

for fairs and      

expos 

 Fall protection 

sets (2) 

 High quality tools 

 New or high    

quality laptop 

computer 

 Portable data   

logging         

equipment 

 Enclosed trailer 

 Reliable work     

vehicle 

 Volunteers 


