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A Warm Solstice Greeting!

RREAL would like to wish all of you a warm, sunny solstice! We 
appreciate your continued support of RREAL and the work that we do. 
Please share this newsletter with your friends, family, and colleagues. 
We'd love to hear from you!

RREAL to Design and Build the First Community 
Solar Garden for Low-income Energy Assistance

We are pleased to announce that the McKnight Foundation has awarded a 
grant to RREAL to implement Community Solar for Community Action - A New 
Model of Energy Assistance!

RREAL will prepare for and demonstrate the first Community Solar garden for 
Community Action in the nation and provide a transformative, broadly relevant 
model of a long-term, climate-appropriate solution to low-income energy 
assistance. 

Community Solar for Community Action is a new model for low-income energy 
assistance and it will provide a paradigm-shifting breakthrough. This project 
will assemble a coalition of stakeholders to prepare and implement a low-
income community solar project in partnership with a rural community action 
agency in rural Minnesota.

This emerging community solar garden model provides opportunities for utility 
rate-payers of any income level to invest in solar energy by purchasing shares 
and the rights to the energy production in a larger solar electric array sited 
elsewhere with pooled resources. For those who don't own their residence or 
have a poor solar site, community solar is a great model for making solar 
energy more accessible and affordable to a much broader audience. 
Community action agencies can own the means of production, control the 
costs, be insulated from political volatility in funding and reduce carbon 
emissions associated while providing the service of energy assistance for 
decades rather than months!

Community Solar for Community Action promises to provide a long-term 
solution, not only in cold climates, but across the nation. This project has the 
potential to transform how our nation delivers energy assistance. Rather than 
the carbon-intensive temporary solution that energy assistance is today, 
Community Solar for Community Action is a practical, economically wise, 
lasting and climate-appropriate solution. 

That's some RREAL innovation!

Made in MN Program!

Funds will be available for 
both the Made in Minnesota 

Solar Thermal & Solar 
PV Rebate programs in 2015. 
To date, REAL Solar has been 

able to secure rebates 
for solar clients across the 

State 2014. Solar thermal is 
an effective and appropriate 

choice in so many 
applications. Take advantage 
of this historic solar incentive 
program! Find out more about 

the MiM Rebate Program 
here. 

RREAL's subsidiary, REAL 
Solar, is a full-service solar 
design-build firm that can 

deliver residential, 
commercial, municipal or 

utility scale solar solutions. 
Call us today to schedule a 

site assessment, and help you 
develop your Made in 

Minnesota project!

Conservation Corps 
Connections
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HACAP Installation-
Anamosa, IA

MVAC Installation-Dunnell, MN
Bad River Housing Installation-Ashland, WI

Power to the People!
2014 Closes With 60 New Solar Assistance Households

RREAL ends the year with a long list of families who 
will enjoy energy produced by the power of the 
sun. Our crew traveled all over MN, WI, ND and IA 
installing system after system, helping families who 
otherwise might have had to choose 
between heating and other necessities this time of 
year. 

This message from one of our clients says it all: 
"It's 11 degrees in at 9:30 a.m., and our solar 
furnace is blasting 92 degree hot air into our home. 
We are SO toasty and grateful! Retired, on a limited 
budget, we appreciate your solar heater saving us 
hundreds of dollars each year and cords of wood 
(and work!). In the five years we've lived here, our 
total electric bill has never been over $100, despite 
baseboard heaters and winter vacations. THANK 
YOU!!" 

Sprucewood Townhomes Affordable Housing

That's A Lot of Kilowatts!
REAL Solar has installed over 
150kW of solar PV this year.  Our 
design-build team is creative in 
its approach to each project, 
helping our clients achieve their 
goals for embracing renewable 
energy. Whether it is simply 
saving energy and money or 
creating shelters for Icelandic 
sheep, we can provide a solar 
solution.

As 2014 comes to a close, we 
say farewell and thank you to 
Jackie Boat, Ryan Meyer and 

Adam Mehr, who are 
concluding their year of 

service with RREAL. They 
have each made huge 

contributions to RREAL, 
advancing the development of 
Solar Assistance in Minnesota, 
North Dakota and Iowa. They 

helped to provide solar 
systems to 60 families this 
year, as well as providing 
education and community 

outreach to over 2,400 
people!!

RREAL values its connection 
with the CCMI, and looks 

forward to welcoming 2 new 
Solar Educators in 2015.

Speak out!

In February, RREAL and REAL 
Solar will both participate in 

the Energy Design Conference 
& Expo in Duluth. This 

conference, hosted by MN 
Power, provides an 

opportunity to learn more 
about renewable energy, and 

also a great chance to 
network with others in the 
field of renewables. RREAL 

staff will be presenting at this 
conference, and both 

organizations will have booths 
in the vendor area. Learn 

more about the conference 
here.

This spring RREAL will also 
participate in the CERTS 2015 

Conference: Community-
Driven Clean Energy in St. 

Cloud. The conference will be 
an exploration and celebration 
of successful energy efficiency 

and renewable energy 
projects, and a coming 
together of hundreds of 
amazing people who are 
working to create a clean 

energy future in their 
communities and beyond. 

RREAL will be an exhibitor and 
will have staff presenting at 

the event. For more 
information, visit their 

website.
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Toasty Turkeys Community Meeting

Here's what one of our recent 
clients had to say after her 
installation was complete:

"I just wanted to send along a 
huge thank you to you and your 
crew. You and your team were 
so efficient, professional, 

incredibly clean, and fun to have around during the installation. Looks like 
REAL (Solar) has a lot of great projects going this summer to help all kinds of 
folks be warm and powered throughout the year. It's great to know that we 
are generating energy every time the sun shines."

Education & Community Outreach (ECO) Program
Toasty Turkeys

In December Clean Energy 
Resource Teams hosted a 
community meeting regarding 
transpired air technology, LED 
lighting, and funding 
possibilities for turkey farmers. 
Held at Lake Region Electric 
Cooperative, RREAL joined 
area turkey producers, the 
University of Minnesota 
Regional Sustainable 
Development Partnerships, 

and many others to discuss energy opportunities for farmers. 

Data from the Toasty Turkeys Project has already shown a cost savings for 
heating the barn, proving that Transpired Air Technology is a viable, cost-
effective option for Minnesota producers. RREAL was proud to be the installer, 
and to be a part of the event. 

Education & Outreach
RREAL has also been busy with several presentations and educational 
activities offered through its ECO Program. Adam and Ryan recently visited the 
Pine River-Backus Schools, and led activities in partnership with Project 
GO. Middle and High School students played C'mon Get RREAL, a solar trivia 
game, and some of the 11th and 12th graders discussed careers in renewable 
energy. Among other outreach work were presentations to Cathedral High 
School students, and the Rotary Club of Central Lakes. Adam also gave a 
presentation at the Minnesota Naturalists Association Conference.  

Trainings
RREAL was recently awarded the Central MN Community Foundation's Rural 
Poverty Grant, which has enabled us to educate Community Action Program 
(CAP) Weatherization Agencies about the Renewable Energy Equipment Grant 
Program (REEGP.) REEGP is a state fund, available only to CAP Weatherization 
Agencies through the Department of Commerce to install renewable energy 
equipment on family homes. The Rural Poverty Fund Grant enabled RREAL to 
offer training to CAP Weatherization Agencies, and to purchase solar 
pathfinders to aid in completion of solar site assessments. As a part of this 
grant, Adam Mehr, along with Technical Director, Roger Garton, provided a 
training for the Tri-County Community Action Program. 

In other outreach efforts, our Solar Heat Outreach Specialist in Iowa, Jackie 
Boat, working in partnership with the Hawkeye Area Community Action 
Program, coordinated two training installations in Iowa. 

RREAL will also be an 
exhibitor and have staff 

present at Happy Dancing 
Turtle's Back to Basics: 
Recipes for Resilience in 

February. The annual event 
focuses on sustainable living. 
For more information, visit 

their website.

Give to the Max Day 

We'd like to thank all of 
you who donated to RREAL on 
GTMD 2014! Funds raised will 
help us continue to provide 
solar systems to families 

in need. If you weren't able to 
donate on GTMD, you 

can make a donation at any 
time to help RREAL continue 
to do big things! And don't 

forget that your donations are 
tax deductible! Visit our 

GiveMN page!

Spread the Warmth, 
Share the Dough 

Fundraiser Held 

RREAL held its first large, 
metro fundraiser, filling the 

hall at the Summit Brewery in 
St. Paul on December 10. The 
Como Ave. Jug Band provided 
lively music as a background 

to a warming spread of soups, 
salad, breads and cookies, 
and, of course, beer! We 
also raffled off 15 items 

generously donated by RREAL 
supporters. Thanks to all of 
our supporters, and all who 

made this event a huge 
success!

Staff News
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Dealer Installation-Pine River, MN

Delivery truck stuck in the mud, making delivery 
of diesel challenging

Dealer Program Continues to Grow

RREAL is proud of its fantastic 
dealer community, each of whom 
represents our Solstis™ Solar 
Powered Furnace in their suite of 
services. Dealer installations from 
Portland, ME to Portland, OR 
all represent the financial 
resiliency of our Solar Assistance 
Program. We have been 
fortunate to bring on 7 new 
dealers in the past year. Our 
2014 dealers include Crown 
Heating and Cooling, Sustainable 
Energy Group, North Dakota 
Renewable Energy Group, 

Common Sense Development, Salem Construction LLC, Simply Solar, and 
Healthy Efficient Homes and Solar.

RREAL's Dealer Community is committed to continually improving their 
knowledge base. To that end, our Dealer Community Coordinator, Ryan Burns, 
has put together the schedule of webinars available to dealers for 2015:

January - Made in Minnesota Rebate Application Process
February - Using & Navigating the RREAL Website
March - Order Form & Pricing
April - Fan Sizing Calculator
May - TRNSED Modeling Software
June - MREA (no webinar-attend the MREA Energy Fair in Custer, WI)
July - SPF Using PV Power/PVDCSAH Technology
August - Finding Your Target Market/Closing the Deal
September - Order Form & Pricing
October - Hoop Houses, Greenhouses & SPF
November - Open Discussion & Q&A
December - Happy Holidays! (no webinar)  

Skip the Grid! PV Micro-grids for West African 
Health System

We are so excited to bring 
solar electricity to a rural, 
off-grid hospital serving 
500,000 residents in 
Liberia! Did you know that 
Phebe provides services for 
up to 150 outpatients, and 
125 inpatients daily? Total 
reliance on diesel fuel has 
resulted in regular power 
disruptions, and almost 
$50,000 DOLLARS every 
month just for electricity!

In a country where the average GDP per capita is $454 [World Bank], 

RREAL welcomes a familiar 
face, BJ Allen, as our Special 

Projects Manager. BJ will 
be the tip of the spear on 

RREAL's Skip the 
Grid! program and the first 
micro-grid installation at PV 
for Phebe Hospital in Liberia.

And, speaking of familiar 
faces, Adam Mehr, one of our 

2014 Conservation Corps 
Outreach Specialists will be 

staying on at RREAL as a Solar 
Assistance and Outreach 

Assistant.  We welcome Adam 
to the RREAL team!

Quick Links

Visit Our Website

Support RREAL

Donate

Holiday Gifts

As you do your holiday 
shopping, please remember - 
there are several ways you 
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Phebe Hospital Administrator, Dr. Sibley

that is A LOT of money to spend on electricity.  

And this is how much money Phebe spends on diesel fuel every year 
compared to GDP per Capita.  

A PV-diesel hybrid minigrid will 
reduce their reliance on diesel fuel 
by up to 95%! And Medical 
Director Dr. Sibley will be able to 
use funds saved for other 
purposes - like essential medical 
supplies, and staff.

Give the gift of Power to Phebe! Visit the Phebe Giving Page and we'll send 
your favorite person a holiday card explaining their gift! Follow PV for Phebe on 
Facebook. 

Help RREAL Help Others!
RREAL would like to thank all of our recent donors through Give to the Max 
Day, and our Spread the Warmth, Share the Dough fundraiser. If you were not 
able to support RREAL through either of these opportunities, you can make a 
tax deductible donation at any time through GiveMN.org, or by sending your 
gift by mail. Not only do we need your continued support, we need the support 
of your friends and fellow citizens. Tell someone about RREAL's innovative and 
transformative efforts to address poverty with solar energy. Help us help 
others!   

Sunny regards from all of us at RREAL!

Rural Renewable Energy Alliance
2330 Dancing Wind Rd. SW, Suite #2
Pine River, MN   56474
218.587.4753 

can help RREAL as you shop! 
If you shop on Amazon.com, 

you can go through our 
AmazonSmile page, and a 

portion of what you spend will 
go to RREAL. You can also 
add to your shopping list by 

reviewing our listings on 
HeroSearch. See the links 

below, and happy shopping!

Amazon Smile

Support us as you shop on 
Amazon.com

Hero Search

Donate items to RREAL 
through Hero Search HERE!
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