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Cool Autumn Greetings!

Sit back with a cup of coffee and read all about what RREAL and REAL 
Solar have accomplished. We appreciate your continued support of 

RREAL and the work that we do. Please share this newsletter with 
your friends, family, and colleagues. We'd love to hear from you!  

Also, we have a brand new website. Please check it out at rreal.org

and let us know what you think!

Power to the People!
Community Solar for Community Action (CS4CA)
Can you imagine and envision Community Solar becoming a new model of low-
income energy assistance? You're not alone. Three visioning sessions have 

been held for the CS4CA project, bringing together a wide range of players 
from across the state, including the Izaak Walton League, Minnesota Power, 

the Intitiative Foundation, the McKnight Foundation, the Clinton Global 
Initiative, the MN Department of Commerce, and more. RREAL will be building 

the first community solar garden for community action by this time next year. 

We are grateful for all of the input and support we've received from all of the 
participants in the visioning sessions.

Clinton Global Initiative
RREAL's low-income solar program 
recently was accepted as a partner in 

the Clinton Global Initiative America 
and has made a formal Commitment 

to Action. RREAL and its partners 
commit to Community Solar for Community Action, a new model of low income 

energy assistance. RREAL commits to assemble stakeholders to deploy a 
community solar installation for low-income energy assistance in Minnesota. 

The demonstration project will be a 250 kW community solar array that will 
serve up to 100 low-income families on energy assistance as a nationally 

replicable model. CGI convenes global leaders to create and implement 

innovative solutions to the world's most pressing challenges, and CGI America 
is focused on collaborative solutions in the United States. 

Earlier this month, President Barack Obama announced a new initiative to 

increase solar for all Americans. Continuing our mission to increase solar 
access for low-income households, RREAL's Solar Assistance program is scaling 

to the national stage! Learn more about CGI here, and the Obama initiative 
here. 

REEGP Installations
Renewable Energy Equipment Grant Program

Staff News

We bid a fond farewell to 

some of our staff this fall. 
Quentin Tremureau completed 

his internship with us in 
mid August, and has headed 

back to France. While here, 
Quentin was able to work on 

three major research and 
engineering projects. He 

studied the feasibility of an 
electric vehicle charging 

station to be located at REAL 

Solar, compared the 
performance of a solar heated 

high tunnel to an unheated 
high tunnel, and designed a 

solar powered water pumping 
system for irrigation at 

REAL Solar. We are so grateful 
for all of Quentin's hard work!

We also say goodbye to our 

Accountant, Nicole Saccoman. 
Nicole served with RREAL and 

REAL Solar for the last three 
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RREAL completed 4 solar installations in the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 

community through the REEGP program this summer. This low-income 
community now has a dozen homes with solar energy systems The REEGP 

program still has available funds for solar energy systems. If you know 
someone who could benefit from this program, contact your local Community 

Action agency.  

City of Lakes Community Land Trust (CLCLT)
Solar Assistance PV installation! RREAL 
recently worked with the CLCLT to equip 

two of their homes with PV systems, 
reducing energy costs for the 

homeowners. RREAL's mission 
complements that of the CLCLT, which is 

to provide and foster stewardship of 
perpetually affordable home ownership 

opportunities for low- and moderate-income families throughout Minneapolis 
and is achieved through three major objectives, including:

• Assisting households that otherwise would never be able to purchase a 
home responsibly in having the ability to do so;

• Ensuring that, if and when the homeowner(s) decide to sell, the CLCLT 
is there to keep the home(s) affordable for other income-qualified 

households; and
• Provide support necessary for CLCLT homeowners be successful in 

homeownership.

Education & Community Outreach (ECO) Program
Education & Outreach
Never forget that today's youth are 
making tomorrow's energy choices!  Our 

Conservation Corps Solar Educators, Nick 
& Tyler, visited with student groups at 

Deep Portage and Eco Camp this summer. 
Presentations included information about 

solar as a renewable resource and hands-
on activities to demonstrate how solar energy works, including solar oven 

brownies. To date, Nick & Tyler have reached over 1,800 people through 
outreach and education! Both Nick & Tyler have also been able to assist with 

several installations, gaining valuable hands-on experience. If you're interested 

in a presentation, you can visit our website and fill out a presentation request 
form here. 

MREA Pilgrimage and Family Reunion
Most of our RREAL crew traveled to the 
Energy Fair in Custer, WI this summer to 

share our mission, further and foster the 
relationship with MREA and our many 

friends and colleagues in the solar 
industry. Jason and Roger both presented 

years, and has been an 
invaluable asset to us. Nicole 

not only provides accounting 
services to both of our 

organizations, but has gone 
above and beyond, often 

volunteering extra time. Nicole 
is heading west for new 

adventures, and we wish her 
the best.

We'd also like to thank Adam 

Mehr for his service to RREAL, 
as well as Shannon Wheeler, 

who left us to accept a 
teaching position.

Amongst all of the farewells, 

we are excited to welcome Pat 
Kline to our staff. With many 

years of accounting 
experience, Pat will fill the big 

shoes Nicole is leaving behind, 
providing accounting services 

to both of our organizations. 
We are breaking her in gently, 

and look forward to a long 

working relationship.

Related Product Sales

Not everyone is ready for a full 
residential solar energy 

system. But, everyone can 
take "Small steps with Solar." 

RREAL is pleased to announce 
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Bishop Seyenkulo's Visit

workshops, while others attended 
workshops and staffed the exhibitor 

booth, networking with the renewable 
energy community. Finally, 

although Heather "The Butcher" did not bring home the trophy this year, 
RREAL was thrilled to be a part of the Mini Demo Derby competition. Look out 

for the comeback kid next year.

SEMCAC Training
We were proud to partner with the 

Southeast Minnesota Community 

Action Council on the installation of a 
Solar Powered Furnace for a rural 

residence near Lanesboro, MN. In 
addition to serving low-income 

households, SEMCAC is incorporating 
solar energy into their market rate 

program.

Concordia High Tunnel
What if energy security fostered food 
security too? It does! RREAL just 

began an innovative, cutting edge solar 
heated high tunnel "season-extension" 

project for Concordia College which will 
include both solar air heat and PV 

components.  

TEDx Talk
Jason will be speaking about Solar Assistance: Solar Energy for Low-Income 
Communities at TEDxGullLake The Art of Resilience event on October 17, at 
Madden's on Gull Lake. The event will bring together more than a dozen 

speakers and performers, including engineers, artists, adventurists, and 
innovators of all kinds! Find out more about TEDx Gull Lake here.            

Skip the Grid: PV for Phebe

Try cooking dinner tonight with all the power off in your house, and a 

headlamp. Now imagine conducting surgery under the same conditions. 
Doctors at Phebe Hospital in Liberia commonly don headlamps before surgery 

in case the electricity fails. RREAL and our partners aim to change that!

Exciting momentum continues 
to build around project "PV for 

Phebe" Hospital in Liberia. 

Liberian Bishop Jensen 
Seyenkulo visited Minnesota at 

the end of July, kicking off the 
ELCA Solar August campaign, 

which has been raising funds 
for PV for Phebe all over the 

country. Our collaboration with 
the University of St. Thomas 

Renewable Energy and 
Alternatives Laboratory for PV 

system design comes to a close at the end of August, with all materials 
specified for a system covering daytime hospital use. This project is shovel-

ready! 

Now we need your help to make it happen! Donate here. 

retail partnerships with Voltaic 
Systems, and Solavore. Voltaic 

Systems offers solar charging 
devices, including backpacks, 

brief cases, and smaller packs 
and chargers. Solavore offers 

solar ovens that cook with the 
sun instead of electricity or 

fuel. You can support RREAL 
by purchasing merchandise 

through us. Visit our website, 
or call us to find out more, or 

place an order for one of these 
great products!

Made in MN Rebate!

Funds are still available for the 
Made in Minnesota Solar 

Thermal Rebate program for 
2015. The MiM program was 

also recently expanded 
statewide, so more projects 

would qualify, regardless of 
utility territory. REAL Solar was 

able to secure rebates 

for many solar clients across 
the State in 2014. Solar 

thermal is an effective and 
appropriate choice in so many 

applications. This is a HUGE 
opportunity that should not be 

missed! Take advantage of 
this historic solar incentive 

program! Find out more about 
the MiM Rebate Program 

here. 

RREAL's subsidiary, REAL 

Solar, is a full-service solar 
design-build firm that can 

deliver residential, commercial, 
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New RREAL Board Member
RREAL welcomes new board member, 
Davis Leino-Mills. Davis brings a wide 

range of experience to the board as a 

former Peace Corps volunteer and 
Executive Director of a community 

action agency. He is committed to guide 
and support RREAL through its future 

growth and development.                    

Solstis Solar Powered Furnace Manufacturing Move
RREAL is offering a unique opportunity to license the manufacture of our 

proprietary, patented, SRCC-certified, scalable solar air heating technology in 
2015! Development of the Solstis Solar Powered Furnace collector brought 

forth a number of innovations to the solar thermal market, making the product 

broadly applicable for both residential and commercial markets, while reducing 
system installation time. More information about the opportunity to license this 

great technology can be found at the link here.

With the sunset of on-site manufacturing, we will be liquidating our solar 
thermal manufacturing equipment. Find more information here. We are also 

closing out our remaining stock of SPF's, so if you are interested in a solar 
thermal project in the near future, there's still time to place an order. Find out 

more here. 

REAL Solar - From EV Charging to 1 MW System!

The REAL Solar crew has recently completed several residential 
installations, with several more on the horizon.

The REAL Solar site is looking great and performing well, with the recent 

addition of a solar water pumping system for irrigation. It'll look even better 

this time next year when we have a 1MW array filling our 10 acre field! 

Are you an EV driver? Would you make use of a Level 2 charging station at our 
Backus location? We are looking into the feasibility of an EV Charging Station 

at the REAL Solar facility, and hope to make that happen within the next 5 
years. We'd appreciate your feedback as we consider this opportunity. 

municipal or utility scale solar 
solutions. Call us today 

to schedule a site assessment, 
and help you develop your 

Made in Minnesota project!

Quick Links

Visit Our Website

Support RREAL

Donate

Amazon Smile

Support us as you shop on 
Amazon.com

Thrivent Choice 

1% For the Planet

Hero Search

Donate items to RREAL 
through Hero Search HERE!
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Give to the Max Day Just Around the Corner
RREAL will again be participating in Give to the 

Max Day on November 12, 2015. We hope you'll 
participate, but remember, you can make a tax 

deductible donation at any time through 
GiveMN.org, or by sending your gift by mail. Not 

only do we need your continued support, we need 
the support of your friends and fellow 

citizens. Tell someone about RREAL's innovative 
and transformative efforts to address poverty with 

solar energy. Help us help others!   

Sunny regards from all of us at RREAL!

Rural Renewable Energy Alliance
2330 Dancing Wind Rd. SW, Suite #2

Pine River, MN   56474
218.587.4753

Forward email

This email was sent to barb@rreal.org by barb@rreal.org | 
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | About our service provider.

Rural Renewable Energy Alliance | 2330 Dancing Wind Rd. SW | Suite 2 | Pine River | MN | 56474

Page 5 of 5Quarterly Newsletter

9/21/2015https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=11222808...


