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Here Comes the Sun!

Yes, spring is upon us...really! RREAL continues to spread sunshine 
wherever we go. We appreciate your continued support of RREAL and 
the work that we do. Please share this newsletter with your friends, 
family, and colleagues. We'd love to hear from you!

Skip the Grid: PV for Phebe Project Takes Off
We've been talking about this project for a 
very long time, and now, it's finally 
HAPPENING! It's hard to believe that 
members of RREAL's team are on their way 
to Liberia, as we speak. They will be 
conducting a solar site visit and energy audit 
at Phebe Hospital. Stay tuned to our 
Facebook page and follow the team's 
experiences on Twitter. 

 The team's first stop will be at the US Embassy in Monrovia where they will 
discuss the US AID initiative, Power Africa. This project will be the first PV 
microgrid project for a hospital, and aims to install an array of photovoltaic 
(PV) solar panels at Phebe Hospital that will contribute at least 75% of
the hospital's energy needs, with energy storage to allow the hospital to 
function for a day without direct sunlight. Phebe is currently run solely by 
diesel generators and consumes over 90,000 gallons of fuel annually. 
Generator failure and fuel disruptions make campus-wide blackouts a daily 
reality.

MN DEED is helping cover staff costs, and the Minnesota Trade Office is 
helping defray the costs of travel, while the Women of the ELCA and RREAL 
continue with our other fundraising 
efforts. A small battery/inverter unit 
powered with 750W of solar 
electricity was installed at Phebe in 
late February, thanks to a 
wonderful collaboration with 
Gridless Power and the Liberian 
Energy Network. An energy 
monitoring device was also installed 
onsite at the end of February, 
which will help create an accurate 
load profile, critical for design of the 
large hybrid PV-diesel minigrid. 

Made in MN Rebate!

Funds are still available for the 
Made in Minnesota Solar 

Thermal Rebate program for 
2015. The MiM program was 

also recently expanded 
statewide, so more projects 
would qualify, regardless of 

utility territory. REAL 
Solar was able to secure 

rebates for many solar clients 
across the State in 2014. Solar 

thermal is an effective and 
appropriate choice in so many 
applications. This is a HUGE 

opportunity that should not be 
missed! Take advantage of 
this historic solar incentive 

program! Find out more about 
the MiM Rebate Program 

here. 

RREAL's subsidiary, REAL 
Solar, is a full-service solar 
design-build firm that can 

deliver residential, 
commercial, municipal or 

utility scale solar solutions. 
Call us today to schedule a 

site assessment, and help you 
develop your Made in 

Minnesota project!

Conservation Corps 

Connections
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Brainerd HRA PV Installation

According to plan, Phebe will be saving 
between US$30,000-$50,000 per month by 
offsetting their diesel consumption with a 
large solar array by January 2016! Money 
saved will be available for improving child 
and maternal health, and helping rural 
Liberians improve survival odds from the 
real, regular childhood killers of diarrhea 
and malaria. We have the Power to Make a 
Difference!

We'll be posting to Facebook and Tweeting daily...follow our adventure! 
Liberia, here we come!!! 

Power to the People!
Solar Assistance Goals 
For 2015
Dubbing its Solar Assistance work 
for 2015 Power to the People, 
RREAL begins the year with the 
goal of delivering solar energy to 
31 families. The first installation 
(pictured below) was unique in 
that it was a PV system, rather 
than the Solar Powered Furnace 
installation typical of our Solar 
Assistance Program. RREAL 

partnered with Brainerd Housing and Redevelopment Authority, Brainerd Public 
Utilities, and Region 5 Development Commission to install this PV system on a 
low-income rental home. This year RREAL hopes to install similar PV systems 
for a total of 7 families. 

Plug Into ARRAY of Sun Fundraiser
RREAL will soon be kicking off a unique online fundraising project called Plug 
into ARRAY of Sun in which you can help us connect two recently constructed 
solar arrays at our REAL Solar building to the grid, thereby reducing our carbon 
footprint and deploying more clean energy in the area!

Contributors to Plug into Array of Sun can even "adopt" a module in one of two 
PV arrays. This fundraising campaign will be hosted on IndieGogo and will 
launch on April 1 (no fooling!) Once we launch, you can access the campaign 
here. Plug Into ARRAY of Sun - reduce your carbon footprint and strengthen 
our efforts to help families in need! Watch for future mailings about this great 
opportunity to support RREAL's work!

REEGP: Funding Available for Solar Heat for Low-Income 
Families
There is still funding available through the Renewable Energy Equipment Grant 
Program (REEGP) to install solar air heating systems on income-eligible, 
weatherized homes. If your home has undergone weatherization by a local 
Community Action Agency (CAA) and has appropriate solar compatibility, you 
may qualify. To learn more, call your weatherization provider. To find out 
which provider serves your area, click here. This program only lasts through 
June 30th, 2015, so time is of the essence! Spread the word to your friends, 
family, and neighbors!

REAP: Rural Energy For America Program
This USDA program provides guaranteed loan financing and grant funding to 
agricultural producers and rural small businesses to purchase or install 
renewable energy systems or make energy efficiency improvements. Find out 

In January, RREAL welcomed 
two new Solar Educators who 
will serve during 2015. Nick 

Chmura and Tyler Bublitz join 
our staff to provide education 
and community outreach, and 
support our Solar Assistance 

Program. 

Originally from northwest 
Wisconsin, Tyler graduated 
from Concordia College in 

Moorhead, MN in 2014 with a 
bachelor's degree in Biology,  
with minors in Environmental 
Studies and Religion. Tyler's 

hobbies include being outside 
(especially birding and taking 

pictures of what he finds), 
sports (both following and 
participating), and music 

(vocal and percussion.) Tyler 
is most looking forward to the 

impact that people can 
make by embracing solar 
technology, not only for 

themselves, but as it impacts 
the whole global community.

Nick is a graduate of 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, with a bachelor's 

degree in Natural Resources 
Conservation and a minor in 

Environmental Science. Nick is 
most looking forward to  
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more about the program here. Contact your state's Rural Development Energy 
Coordinator here.

Community Solar For Community Action
All stakeholders for the Community Solar For Community Action Program will 
be convening at the Initiative Foundation in May. Stay tuned for more details 
on this exciting new project. 

Education & Community Outreach (ECO) Program
Alternative Spring Break
Students from Michigan State University chose to spend their Spring Break 
with RREAL this month, instead of heading off to sandy beaches or villas on 
the Riviera. Ten community-minded students pitched in to assist with a PV 
awning installation at REAL Solar and a solar furnace installation on a fish 
house, as well as designing our Plug Into ARRAY of Sun fundraising campaign. 
Through their work this week, the students not only got hands-on training 
during the installation of the solar PV system, but also supported RREAL's 
mission of making solar energy accessible to people of all income levels. Stop 
by and see the installation at our REAL Solar location, just north of Pine River 
on Hwy. 371.

Education & Outreach
RREAL's new Conservation Corps 
Solar Educators, Nick Chmura and 
Tyler Bublitz, have already had 
several outreach opportunities 
since their arrival in January. 
They represented RREAL at Back 
to Basics in February, and at the 
Headwaters Science Center's 
Open House in Bemidji in 
January. They also worked with a 
group of 4th graders for the Kids' 
Ad Contest at Pine River-Backus 
Elementary in February.    

Environmental Learning Centers
With one installation complete, logistics are underway for installations at five 
more area environmental learning centers. As soon as the ground thaws, these 
projects will move forward. Stay tuned for more to come!

working with the local schools 
and communities and assisting 
with installations. They have 
already gotten their feet wet 
by representing RREAL at two 
area events, and you will likely 
be able to meet them at many 
more events throughout the 

year.

Staff News

RREAL welcomes Tay 
Stevenson to its staff. With a 
background in Government 

and Philosophy, Tay will serve 
as Program Development 
Specialist. Tay is currently 

working with RREAL's Skip the 
Grid Project, and will help 
raise the profile of RREAL's 

international solar assistance 
efforts. 

Morgan Demars served with 
RREAL as our Accounting 
Intern in February and 

March. She worked closely 
with Nicole, applying skills and 
gaining hands-on experience. 
Morgan is currently a student 
at Bemidji State University, 

and just headed off to 
England for study abroad.
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Dealer Training 2014

Eagle Bluff - First of 6
Environmental Learning Center Installations

Next up: Laurentian Environmental Learning Center, Wolf Ridge, Audubon 
Center of the Northwoods, Deep Portage Environmental Learning Center, and 
Long Lake Conservation Center.  

Dealer Program Kicks Off 2015 With New Webinar 
Schedule
RREAL's Dealer Community continues to grow! This year's round of webinars 
has just begun, but we still have a full schedule of webinars lined up for 
dealers: 

February 4 - Made in Minnesota Rebate
March 25 - Using the RREAL Website
April 22 - Order Form and Payback
May 20 - Fan Sizing Made Easy
June 19-21 - MREA (no webinar-attend the MREA Energy Fair in Custer, WI)
July 22 - TRNSED Software
August 19 - Finding Your Target Market
September 16 - Order Form & Payback
October 14 - Hoop House Heating
November 18 - PV Powered Air Heat
December - Happy Holidays! (no webinar)  

We will be holding our annual Dealer 
Training in the fall this year...watch 
for more details as we get closer to 
the date. 

Help RREAL Help Others!
Please keep RREAL in mind as you consider your giving plan for 2015. 
Remember, you can make a tax deductible donation at any time through 
GiveMN.org, or by sending your gift by mail. Not only do we need your 
continued support, we need the support of your friends and fellow citizens. Tell 
someone about RREAL's innovative and transformative efforts to address 
poverty with solar energy. Help us help others!   

Sunny regards from all of us at RREAL!

Rural Renewable Energy Alliance
2330 Dancing Wind Rd. SW, Suite #2

Ben Larson started at RREAL 
in the spring of 2015 as a 

solar installer. He has many 
years of experience as a 

roofer and has always aspired 
to make a difference for 

those less fortunate. 

 We also officially welcome a 
very familiar face to our team. 

Joel Lindstrom has been 
working with RREAL as an 

electrical contractor for many 
years. Joel, a Master 

Electrician, is now a full-time 
member of RREAL's team, and 

will serve as the Electrical 
Contractor for REAL Solar.

Quick Links

Visit Our Website

Support RREAL

Donate

Amazon Smile

Support us as you shop on 
Amazon.com

Hero Search

Donate items to RREAL 
through Hero Search HERE!
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Pine River, MN   56474
218.587.4753 

Forward email

This email was sent to barb@rreal.org by barb@rreal.org | 
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Rural Renewable Energy Alliance | 2330 Dancing Wind Rd. SW | Suite 2 | Pine River | MN | 56474
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